
11.9 RAL Safety Codes

Underlying the safety rules at RAL is the HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK ETC ACT 1974. This act covers the responsibilities of both employer and employees. The RAL safety rules are documented in a number of health and safety notices and in the laboratory safety handbook. In particular, the RAL Safety Codes give advice and mandatory instructions on a variety of subjects. Further advice is always available from the RAL safety group in case of difficulty in complying with any recommendations in a Code.

The current Safety Codes and the subjects discussed are:- 

· RALSC 1 Hydrogen and Deuterium. (UNDER REVIEW) 

· RALSC 2 Flammable Gases and Liquids 

· RALSC 3 Electrical Safety 

· RALSC 4 Batteries 

· RALSC 5 Safety in the Construction and Use of Scaffolds 

· RALSC 6 Precautions to avoid Ignition of Flammable Gases by Static Electricity 

· RALSC 7 Repair of Drums and Small Tanks - Explosion and Fire Risks 

· RALSC 8 Electrical Equipment 

· RALSC 9 Ladders, Steps and Trestles 

· RALSC 10 Safety in the Use of Cryogenic Liquids (superseded by CCLRC Code 2) 

· RALSC 14 Lifting Equipment (superseded by CCLRC Code 4) 

· RALSC 15 Dangerous Atmospheres and Confined Spaces 

Additionally, the Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 1999, cover a wide range of substances from the most complex and rare chemicals found in research laboratories to fume, dust and the commonplace chemicals found in the industrial setting.
